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® Before starting to assemble, read the instruction manual very carefuly to understand wel everything of the nstnctions,
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I} Painting & Decal placement & 3 FA{x| £0|7|

0 P-47D-25(42-26418) (HV A)
Lt. Col. Francis S. Gabreski as CO of the 61st FS, Boxted, England, June 20, 1944,
P-470-25(42-26418), Mp1F SFH|GUCH CHE J71EY A7 S EE7|, 9= HIAEIS, 194444 6RI20Y.

= Pleasa refer to the dry decal instruction behind the attched
sheet when applying dry decal no, 107, 108 and 109,
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0, C21, C29, C36, C37, D11X10, D12X2, ACADEMY HCHDEle
D__])\Z D26X2, EB. E7, F3X2. F4X2 ACADEMY PLASTIC MODEL CO., LTD.

HOBBY MODEL KITS [N Kagein

8 Copyright 2010 Academy Plastic Model Co.,Ltd.



ACADEMY P-47D THUNDERBOLT 2222

"Gabreski" 1/48th Scale
I} Painting & Decal placement ~ 44& 3¢ FAbx| £0]7|
8 P-47D-25(42-26418) (HV A)

Lt. Col. Francis S. Gabreski as CO of the 61st FS, Boxted, England, July, 1944.
P-47D-25(42-26418), ®IG1TSH|SIY IE (22| A7| £ BE7|, 93 9AE|S, 194449 78,
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How to used(Dry decal)
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1. Trimming
@ CnTlﬂmhrlln shape. Unlike water slide decals, do not cut too close to the edge of the
markings but leave a comfortable margin, allowing aasier rubbing.
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. Locate Transfer Position
Seloct transfer location and position carefully, as repositioning will be impossible once
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3. Applying The Transfer
Apply the transfer using a bumnisher available at any good art shop, or any similar tool
with a hard, rounded tip.
Start at one end and work across, maintaining uniform rubbing strokes and pressure.
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’ 4. Checking and Burnishi

2 Carafully lift the mwcmmuml has transferred, but be careful not to move the backing film.

If the transfer Isn’t complats, lay the film back down and rub over the ltems that have not yet baen transferred.
T sot such areas, use a moistenad cotion swap to lightly push the transfer down on to the surface.
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5. suung
E Amist coat of clear lacquer can be applied to sesl and protect the tran
:.n;,ﬂn light Initial coat, then apply 1 or 2 more to completely seal m transfer.

water-based acrylic clear can be used without fear of color bleed.
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P-47 D-25 (42-26418) (HV A) Lt. Col. Francis S. Gabreski as CO of the 61st FS, Boxted, England, June,1944:
28 air-to-air victories, 2.5 air-to-ground victories, 30.5 total

The basic paint scheme on this P-47 D-25 was probably applied over a natural metal finish in-theater using

RAF colors of “Dark Green” and “Ocean Grey” over “Medium Sea Grey” with a red rudder as per 61st FS
standards and the classic red cowling of the 56th FG. During its tenure as Gabby' s mount; this plane wore a
few varied paint schemes.

This was the aircraft flown by Gabreski on his infamous final mission of WWII on June 20, 1944, where he
fowled his propeller on a strafing run and bellied-in to become POW. It is notable that this was a volunteer
mission as Gabby had completed his second tour of duty with the 56th FG and was marked to go home to
marry his long time sweetheart. After 8 months in a German prison camp, he finally returned home and did
just that.

As noted; this aircraft had a few variations on the camouflage and markings, the aircraft’ s invasion stripes
were first applied around the entire fuselage and over the tops of the wings, then the wing-top stripes were
removed, and painted over with campflage colors, and the fuselage stripes were “stylized” using outlines in
place of the black stripes. However on his final mission the stripes were limited to the underside of the fuselage
and wings and in standard white-black-white-black-white format. As with most 56th FG ships, this Thunderbolt
had large (55 inch diameter) national insignias under both wings. Some sources claim that the wing tops had a
more regular camouflage pattern than the well-photographed port fuselage side, which had a fuzzy, haphazard
pattern (or lack of one) that was characterized by sections of liberal over-spray. There is speculation that the
underside of this aircraft remained natural aluminum. Some sources state that black ETO ID bands were still visible
under the horizontal tail surfaces, which suggests the underside was unpainted. Still other sources claim that the
undersurfaces were grey, except for the horizontal tail.

Chris Sherland
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